
 
C- Occupational Prestige in Greater London boroughs  
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Question 2: Please answer 2 (TWO) questions of your own choice between this list of three: 
- After Durkheim, which are the four types of suicide? Which of them are the most relevant? 
- What is the “inversion of the gradient working hours – social class”?  
- What is the base of family cohesion today?  
  

  

Quantitative sociology 30 Nov 2009  
Please answer question 1 (50% of the mark) and question 2 (50% of the mark) 
Question 1: Consider the individual’s prestige scores (based on occupations) of inhabitants 
of Greater London. Figure A gives the distribution of occupations. B and C present London’s 
social polarization of boroughs. D and E give descriptive statistcs and a linear regression of 
the individual’s prestige scores.  
Are there strong differencies between the descriptive distribution of prestige scores and the 
coefficients of the linear regression? Why? Which is your diagnosis on London’s 
inequalities? Are they based on “sociooccupational” divisions or on “ethnoreligious” ones. 
Please base your answers on the figures and on your own reflection. 
A- Standardized prestige  
A standardized (mean=0, Standard dev.=1) scale of prestige is created in Greater London. 
This scale is based on the economic level of the household.  
Occupational group  Standardized prestige score  
1.2 Higher professonal occupations   1,71 
1.1 Large employers & higher manageria   1,33 
2 Lower managerial and professional   0,86 
3 Intermediate occupations   -0,19 
4 Small employers and own account wo   -0,35 
0 not applicable/not defined   -0,55 
5 Lower supervisory and technical oc   -0,73 
6 Semi-routine   -1,07 
8 Never workerd and long-term unempl   -1,36 
7 Routine occupations   -1,47 
 
B- Boroughs (=local autorities) in Greater London  



D- Linear regression of the individal’s standardized prestige score by 9 variables  
 

Average 
prest score Value name (bold = ref.) Variable coeff Std. Err. T P val. L 95% ci H 95% ci

-0,0032  Christian Religion
-0,0902  Buddhist 2 -0,0488 0,0236 -2,07 0,039 -0,0951 -0,0025
-0,0961  Hindu 3 -0,0892 0,0171 -5,22 0,000 -0,1226 -0,0557
0,3642  Jewish 4 0,2195 0,0161 13,61 0,000 0,1879 0,2511
-0,5136  Muslim 5 -0,2252 0,0114 -19,78 0,000 -0,2476 -0,2029
-0,2134  Sikh 6 -0,1836 0,0228 -8,05 0,000 -0,2283 -0,1389
0,3236  Other 7 0,0709 0,0149 4,77 0,000 0,0417 0,1000
0,2138  No religion 8 0,0513 0,0061 8,39 0,000 0,0393 0,0633
0,0024  Religion not stated 9 -0,0380 0,0081 -4,66 0,000 -0,0539 -0,0220
-0,7415  No qualifications Education
-0,3189  Level 1 2 0,4250 0,0080 52,95 0,000 0,4092 0,4407
-0,1339  Level 2 3 0,6662 0,0079 84,41 0,000 0,6507 0,6816
-0,0857  Level 3 4 0,7927 0,0096 82,99 0,000 0,7739 0,8114
0,5145  Level 4/5 5 1,3603 0,0077 176,31 0,000 1,3451 1,3754
-0,4114  Other qualifications/level unknown 6 0,3359 0,0131 25,59 0,000 0,3102 0,3616
0,4789  Professional degree 7 1,3437 0,0065 207,57 0,000 1,3310 1,3564
0,1972  00BK Westminster&City London borough
-0,3688  00AB Barking and Dagenham 2 -0,2741 0,0195 -14,04 0,000 -0,3123 -0,2358
0,1274  00AC Barnet 3 -0,0079 0,0163 -0,48 0,629 -0,0398 0,0241
-0,1192  00AD Bexley 4 -0,1306 0,0179 -7,3 0,000 -0,1657 -0,0956
-0,1239  00AE Brent 5 -0,1123 0,0168 -6,7 0,000 -0,1452 -0,0795
0,0914  00AF Bromley 6 -0,0207 0,0166 -1,25 0,213 -0,0533 0,0119
0,1725  00AG Camden 7 -0,0104 0,0176 -0,59 0,556 -0,0449 0,0242
-0,0163  00AH Croydon 8 -0,0488 0,0161 -3,02 0,002 -0,0804 -0,0172
0,0048  00AJ Ealing 9 -0,0588 0,0162 -3,62 0,000 -0,0906 -0,0270
-0,1276  00AK Enfield 10 -0,1153 0,0167 -6,89 0,000 -0,1481 -0,0825
-0,1465  00AL Greenwich 11 -0,1699 0,0177 -9,59 0,000 -0,2046 -0,1352
-0,1820  00AM Hackney 12 -0,1916 0,0178 -10,79 0,000 -0,2264 -0,1568
0,1977  00AN Hammersmith and Fulham 13 0,0020 0,0182 0,11 0,913 -0,0336 0,0376
-0,0277  00AP Haringey 14 -0,1133 0,0173 -6,56 0,000 -0,1471 -0,0794
0,0506  00AQ Harrow 15 -0,0032 0,0180 -0,18 0,857 -0,0386 0,0321
-0,1335  00AR Havering 16 -0,1275 0,0179 -7,12 0,000 -0,1626 -0,0924
-0,0544  00AS Hillingdon 17 -0,0885 0,0173 -5,11 0,000 -0,1225 -0,0545
-0,0524  00AT Hounslow 18 -0,0949 0,0176 -5,4 0,000 -0,1293 -0,0604
0,0493  00AU Islington 19 -0,0796 0,0181 -4,41 0,000 -0,1150 -0,0442
0,2594  00AW Kensington and Chelsea 20 0,0367 0,0185 1,99 0,047 0,0005 0,0729
0,1737  00AX Kingston upon Thames 21 0,0031 0,0194 0,16 0,874 -0,0349 0,0410
0,0759  00AY Lambeth 22 -0,0602 0,0164 -3,66 0,000 -0,0924 -0,0280
-0,0592  00AZ Lewisham 23 -0,1184 0,0169 -7,01 0,000 -0,1515 -0,0853
0,1501  00BA Merton 24 0,0140 0,0180 0,78 0,436 -0,0212 0,0492
-0,4150  00BB Newham 25 -0,2431 0,0174 -13,97 0,000 -0,2772 -0,2090
-0,0353  00BC Redbridge 26 -0,0518 0,0174 -2,98 0,003 -0,0859 -0,0177
0,3928  00BD Richmond upon Thames 27 0,1170 0,0185 6,33 0,000 0,0807 0,1532
-0,0622  00BE Southwark 28 -0,1281 0,0169 -7,56 0,000 -0,1613 -0,0949
0,0321  00BF Sutton 29 -0,0566 0,0186 -3,05 0,002 -0,0931 -0,0202
-0,1899  00BG Tower Hamlets 30 -0,0954 0,0183 -5,21 0,000 -0,1313 -0,0595
-0,1499  00BH Waltham Forest 31 -0,1323 0,0175 -7,54 0,000 -0,1666 -0,0979
0,2981  00BJ Wandsworth 32 0,0748 0,0163 4,58 0,000 0,0428 0,1068  

Note : the average prestige score is the (descriptive) mean of prestige without control of other 
variables. The rest of the table gives the linear regression of prestige score & usual statistics.  
Source: UK 2001 census extracts, Population between age 20 and 64 year old n=222.422 

Average 
prest score Value name (bold = ref.) Variable coeff Std. Err. T P val. L 95% ci H 95% ci

-0,3744  Lone parent Family type
0,1926  Married /cohabiting couple - no childre 2 0,3246 0,0081 40,02 0,000 0,3087 0,3405
-0,0885  Married/ cohabiting couple -children 3 0,1757 0,0075 23,47 0,000 0,1610 0,1904
0,1232  Ungrouped individual (not in a family) 4 0,2021 0,0092 22,05 0,000 0,1841 0,2200
-0,2190  20 to 24 Age 
0,2278  25 to 29 25 0,3385 0,0085 40,06 0,000 0,3219 0,3551
0,1263  35 to 39 30 0,3757 0,0077 48,74 0,000 0,3606 0,3908
-0,0190  45 to 49 40 0,3325 0,0083 39,98 0,000 0,3162 0,3488
-0,1250  55 to 59 50 0,2611 0,0089 29,36 0,000 0,2437 0,2786
-0,3548  60 to 64 60 0,1237 0,0114 10,88 0,000 0,1014 0,1460
0,0937  Male Gender
-0,0878  Female 2 -0,1381 0,0043 -32,13 0,000 -0,1466 -0,1297
0,0995  White British Ethnic group
-0,0259  White Irish 2 -0,0361 0,0179 -2,02 0,044 -0,0711 -0,0010
0,0605  Other White 3 -0,0742 0,0098 -7,56 0,000 -0,0935 -0,0550
-0,2718  Mixed:White&Black Carib/Black African/B 4 -0,2708 0,0179 -15,13 0,000 -0,3058 -0,2357
-0,0256  Mixed:White and Asian/Other Mixed/Other 5 -0,1143 0,0192 -5,94 0,000 -0,1519 -0,0766
-0,0674  Indian (Asian/Asian British) 6 0,0610 0,0162 3,76 0,000 0,0292 0,0928
-0,3536  Pakistani (Asian/Asian British) 7 -0,0959 0,0194 -4,95 0,000 -0,1339 -0,0579
-0,7527  Bangladeshi (Asian/Asian British) 8 -0,1683 0,0210 -8,03 0,000 -0,2094 -0,1273
-0,2500  Other Asian (Asian/Asian British) 9 -0,1776 0,0184 -9,66 0,000 -0,2137 -0,1416
-0,2091  Caribbean (Black/Black British) 10 -0,1316 0,0109 -12,07 0,000 -0,1530 -0,1102
-0,3064  African (Black/Black British) 11 -0,3669 0,0119 -30,94 0,000 -0,3901 -0,3436
-0,0508  Chinese 12 -0,0944 0,0206 -4,57 0,000 -0,1348 -0,0539
-0,3016  Other 13 -0,2665 0,0181 -14,73 0,000 -0,3019 -0,2310
0,1207  0-1 Number of residents in household
0,0350  2-4 2 -0,0326 0,0085 -3,85 0,000 -0,0492 -0,0160
-0,2873  5 and over 3 -0,1780 0,0101 -17,6 0,000 -0,1979 -0,1582
0,0681  England Place of birth 
0,3327  Scotland 2 0,0907 0,0154 5,9 0,000 0,0606 0,1208
0,3707  Wales 3 0,0833 0,0197 4,24 0,000 0,0448 0,1219
-0,0667  Northern Ireland / UK part not specifie 4 -0,0695 0,0189 -3,68 0,000 -0,1065 -0,0325
-0,1672  All other Countries of Birth 5 -0,1573 0,0075 -20,89 0,000 -0,1721 -0,1426
0,0000 cste -0,7405 0,0190 -38,91 0,000 -0,7778 -0,7032 

 
D Linear regression of the individal’s standardized prestige score by 9 variables  
regress prestocc i.relgew i.qualvewn i.lacode i.famtypa i.age5 /// 
i.sex  i.ethewa i.hnresida i.cobirta if & age5 >=20 & age5 <65  
      Source |       SS       df       MS              Number of obs =  222422 
-------------+------------------------------           F( 72,222349) = 1321.74 
       Model |  94056.3506    72   1306.3382           Prob > F      =  0.0000 
    Residual |  219758.242222349  .988348237           R-squared     =  0.2997 
-------------+------------------------------           Adj R-squared =  0.2995 
       Total |  313814.593222421  1.41090361           Root MSE      =  .99416 

 
E- Bic Variations  
Model BIC Delta BIC 
Complete model 9 variables 321953,2   
Complete model without: Religion 322611,4 658,2 
Complete model without: Education 371274,1 49320,9 
Complete model without: London borough 322919,8 966,6 
Complete model without: Family type 323552 1598,8 
Complete model without: Age  324895,7 2942,5 
Complete model without: Gender 322970,9 1017,7 
Complete model without: Ethnic group 323236,4 1283,2 
Complete model without: # of resid.in hh. 322469,7 516,5 
Complete model without: Place of birth  322416,6 463,4 

 


